Behavior and cellular morphology of the test cells during embryogenesis of the ascidian Halocynthia roretzi.
During the early stages of embryogenesis of the ascidian Halocynthia roretzi the test cells creep exclusively on the inner surface of the chorion. Concomitant with elongation of the embryonic tail, however, the test cells begin to gather around the embryo and finally cover the whole embryo. The time at which the test cells surround the embryo almost coincides with that of initiation of larval tunic formation. Scanning electron microscope observations revealed that the test cells extend numerous cytoplasmic processes or pseudopodia. During larval tunic formation, the test cells compose a net by intertwining their filopodia, and the cell net covers the whole embryo.